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The history of the "White House lb largtlj
history of the women who have piesided

over it. Important state business haB

transacted there, but somehow its
memory does not cling to the place do
the traditions purely feminine Those who
have feaied that Mrs McKinley, being
omewhat an invalid, would not be able

make the President's mansion social
center, are likely lo be pleasant! disap-
pointed. She has been long somewhat
an invalid, that she lias learned to gut her
about her pleasant people, and to wake the
most of life She hab had tie rate ex-
perience of being protempore mistress
of the "White House lor some tune duiing
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the Hayes administration, Mrs.
Haves, who was her close personal friend,
waB away fiom Ikhnc.

The most iwturesque figure among the
ladies or the White House will doubtless
be "Grandma'' McKinley, the President's
mother, now nearly ninety years of age,
but btlll active and taking an inteiest
the affairs of the nation well the
people she nows She will remind some or

or Grandma Garfield, vvlw was well
known hete in Washington, though her
ttay here was brief.

Miss Helen McKinley. the President's
sister, one llto'-- people ujon whom

whole family often comes almost unoon
soiouslv to depend Site quiet and retir-
ing, but of strong character and brili'aut
Intellect. The jmblioity which the wliole
family has been subjected has been trial
to her She doesn't like the newspaper
cearohlight at all, and believes with some
of the lest of us, Uiat private families of
public men have some rights which should
be preserved

The various young ladies who call Major
McKinley uncle will form small part of
the household or the incoming President
Three of them at least are of an age to
enter with great rest into the pleasures of
the next four vears, being in the neigh-
borhood of eighteen Miss Grace Howe
McKinley an orphan, the daughter
of the major's brother James, who was
at one time United Slates consul to
Honolulu, and then the Hawaiian rep-
resentative in San Francisco, wheie both
he and his wife died, leaving Miss Grace
and hor brother James the care or
their uncle Both those young people
are said to referable their distinguished
relatie to remarkable degice.

Mis, Grace McKinley isat Mount Holjokc
College, her sophomoie ear, and her
best friend and lOrim-inat- e another

Miss Mar Bather, daughter
of Mrs MatbhallP lailnr.Mis McKinlej's

sister Tlie two cousins aie stiong con-

trast to cacli other. Miss McKinley being
and fair, blue-eje- d ami

while AIis Barber is slight and dark. It
happens that "William BiyannUo had
niece at Mount Holjoke this jenr. Miss
Isabella Biyan.and the consequence was
that i olltical reeling was vcryJivelj among
the girls. Torchlight processions, parades
and arguments became the fashion, and

oughtheniecesofthetwocandidatcswere
on the best of terms piobable that
wore, financial knowledge was inoculated
into the course of study that cur than ever
had been before the sixty jeais since the
founding of the college.
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It curious fact that twelve years ago,
when Cleveland came in, niece of his
Miss Nellie Yeomans was also btudent
at this historic institution, and at the time
of the President's mat riage wedding cake
from the White House was on exhibition
for several days.

Mi-- 8 McKinley was, of course, glad that
the Republican jmrty came out ahead, and
that her uncle was InvoUed In its fate,
Imt she does not like newspaper notoriety
in the least, and It annojs her that she
cannot go to the city or Holyoke, four miles
from the college, without finding her name
in the fcpnnglield papers next day. She Is

member of the Sigma Theta Chi frater-
nity, and her faorite study literature.
If she has special talent it is for conver-
sation, and she popular for many rea-
sons besides the fact that her uncle is the
new Piesident of the United States. She

devoted to her college, college gul
generally is, and when the great fire oc-

curred last autumn, which destroyed nearly
all the buildings, she was one of the fore-
most declaring her intention to stand by
Mount Holyoke. Major McKinley tele-
graphed her that she had better pack up
her things and go to Smith. Her reply was
brief but unmistakable. She said:

"Not much'''
Mis Rarber has two sister! ynungerthan

herseir Both Miss McKinley and Miss
Barber will attend the inauguration, and
alsoMiss Mabel McKinley, daughterorAbncr
McKinley, who has been living with her
parents at the Windsor in New York. She
has musical talent which said to be
very unusual, and will probably be known
as musician of fine reputation before
many jcars have passed. Her mother,
Mrs Abner Mcrinley, woman of flue
mind, and will be interesting memb'or
of the White House family during part
of the next Tour years at least.

Another sister or Mrs. McKinley, Mrs.
Duncan, of Cleveland, has daughter of

i.u j.oa..uieyPailor at the Kbbitt.

eighteen, who will be one or this pretty
company of cousins Some of Airs. Mo
Klnley's Canton friends will undoubtedly
be In "Washington at various times during
the administration, and the house likely
to be full of merry people very nearly nil
the time. -- tft. --tf'i '

Among all these charming and pretty
and clever women will shine with peculiar
brilliancy tlfe talents of Sam Sa'xton, Airs.
McKinley's cousin, who was the Major's
invaluable lieutenant during the campaign
and the subsequent struggle with admiring
friends. If had not been for Sam the Ma-

jor would have been persecuted worse
than he was. He will be the unofficial
major-dom- o of the White House, rather
Robert Lincoln O'Brien was for time in
the Cleveland household; only, of course,
in much greater degree, by reason of his
relationship lo the family. He will at-

tend to the people who cannot be easily
disposed of. and save the President's time,
and Mrs. McKinley's time, and the wear
and tear on their strength and ttieir tem-
per and the feelings or their visitors. Tho
president appreciates young Savton. and
he is sure to be very well known here in
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Washington before the administration is
over.

Hut there will be one drawback to all
these lovely plans for entertaining old
friends and new ones, and that is the very
limited si7e of the White House. Presi-

dents have got on there very well if they
had small families, or weic bachelors, but
Mrs. Hai nson used to say laughingly that
she had only room for one friend at a
time, and Grant and Garfield were both
hampered in their naturally hospitable in-

stincts. Mrs. Harrison did all she could
to make the Executive Mansion more habit-
able for the wife of the next President,
and she spent over $50,000 on badly need-
ed Improvements. Most of the money was
applied to the culinary regions, which were
in a tcnible condition. The wooden kitch-
en floors were in onion-lik- e layers, one
having been placed on top of another by
way of repairs, and the rats held high car-
nival in the basement.

Mrs. Harrison had this Noah's Ark ar-
rangement removed; the successive strata
or wooden floors were summarily bundled
into the rubbish heap, aud the ground was
covered with concrete. Over this were
laid iwrcelain tiles, and all the rooms of
the basement were tiled shoulder high
with the same material. The result is
that the kitchen Is no longer damp and no
longer latty, but sweet, clean, and whole-
some.

It costs about $40,000 a year to run
the White House, more than the salary of
the Pres'dent used to be; aud he used to
have allot thecxpenses or hi shousckcepiug
to pay out or his $23,000 a year. Martin
Van P.uren, who had a private fortune,
did something toward making the house
In which he lived more like a house and
less like a barn; and it was lie who put
the handsome glass screen across the hall
to shut off cold drafts that blew across
the baie shoulders of fair guests at recep-
tions.

He had a set of gold spoons, which was
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considered extravagant at the time, and
one or his opjwni'ijts. pdc by name, who.
had been a of the Presi-

dent, was especially vigorous In his
upon them. "Somebody asked Van
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freqtctjiit

Uureu if Ogle avus right about thps,e gold
V&Jspoons.

"He ought to 1JWW..J' tsaul tho resid-
ent. "He has often' ha'd them In his
mouth." .

The table Hncn of the White House Is
worth a small rorfino.'.ls of
and heaviest damask, and the napkins
oscd at state dinners .are as big as a
baby's hedquilt, and so heavy that it
takes some time for a drop of wine to
hojk through them. One of Mrs. McKin-
ley's early duties will probably be the
buying of a lot of new linen for the
table.

Mrs. Cleveland has been busy in refur-
nishing some of the moms, and that is no
small care, forit takes more than a thousand
yards or carpet to cover the parlors and
dining-room- and it must match the

and hangings. It takes about 200
people to clean the house each bpring, and

what with the renovating of the White
HouKe and the rurnishingof the new horn.;
at Princeton, the ladj or the White House
lias been in these last days extremely busy.

"Welcome to the White House, Alls.
McKinley.andallorthenkcesnnd nephews
the sisters, cousins, and aunts or the
McKinley family,'' all of us are saying
And good by, Mrs Cleveland, we all are
saying, and good fortune attend the new
home in the old college town. And to
both or ou the whole nation will say, as
Burns said to his rriend more than a cen
tury ago:

"God send ye aje as well's we want ye,
An' then ye'll do'

BOTH OF THE McKINLEYS

IN THEIR CANTON HOME

One or the fine traits about Major Mc

Kinley, all through these long months
between his nomination and his inaug-
uration, has been his accessibility. Pil-
grims by the tens of thousands have worn
the grass off his lawn and the ice off
his front walk, and his front porch has
resembled a Mohammedan mosque from
the number of goloshes there dcpcslted.
The throng of visitors has been extremely
mixed in its character. Some of the most
conspicuous men of the nation have vis-

ited this modest little frame hon6e in
Cantou, either to accept Cabinet posi-
tions, to intimate that they would like
to do so, or to give advice about
the new President's future policy.

There were Senators, gov-
ernors, editors,
financiers and All of these
people Mi. McKinley has seen, and he has
given much of his valuable time to them.

Every morning, soon arter his regular
S o'clock hrenkrast, he lend his letters,
and then he spent most of the morning
seeing people. Arter a walk or a drive,
the latter with Mrs. McKinley if she was
able to go out, ho has come back to
luncheon, and If any visitor got an invita-
tion to that meal he considered himself
the luckiest In the country, for Mr. McKin-
ley Is at his best at just those times.
After lunch the new President worked
on his Inaugural address unless soino
more than usually importunate or im-

portant gentleman succeeded In disturb
ing him.

It was at this time, also, that dozens
of letters, each bearing a special delivery
stamp, were seal oJt, and batches of tele-
grams were dictated. Late In the after-
noon another crowd of callers, not so
large as the first, was on hand, but it
did not take Ion; to dispose of them.

Dinner at 6:30 was almost al-

ways shared by ond or two guests. These
were generally personal friends of Mrs.
McKinley or the Major. Sometimes a
visiting statesman spent the night at the
Canton home. In the evening friends of
Mrs. McKinley frequently called, and
sometimes Mr. McKinley 6pent the even-

ing with his mother. It was his custom
Just berorc retiring to take another walk,
and sometimes ho took one before dinner.

It Is predicted that these walks abroad
will be taken Just the same in Washing-
ton, and that the new President will
become quite as familiar a figure on the
Avenue and in the parks as President
Grant used to be, with his cigar and his
unassuming ways, Mr. McKinley smokes

It might be Grant or Arthur.
The correspondence, or course, came In

by the bushel. A great many of these let-

ters were directed to Mrs.McKinley.implor-in- g

her Influence. These were never an-

swered, but they were the only ones that
neverelicited anyresponse. Mr. Boyle early
received these instructions rrom Mr. Mc-

Kinley, who considered that this sort of
letter proved in Its very nature that the
writer was not fit for official position.

AH other letters which Mrs. McKinley re-

ceived were answered, in many cases by
the Hand of Mrs. McKinley herself.

Hit. MCKINLEY'S TACT.

Eow tho PreMdent-Elec- t Avoided
n Lending Question.

President-elec- t McKinley Is a man of
admirable tact. In this respect he is a
good (leal like Garfield. But even Garfield
stumbled occasionally. McKinley Improves
upon Garfield's methods. There isn't so
much of the effusive about him. not so
much of the style,
but he leaves fully as good an Impression.
But Garfield and McKinley would fast a
week rather than have a caller leave them
in auger. It was a kind of religion with
them to make friends out of every sort of
material.

Wlille the major was in town on his re-

cent visit one of the reporters of a local
daily called upon him for an interview.
He was pleasantly received and had the dis-

tinguished victim quite to himself. The
major was as pleasant as the typical basket
of chips, and the Interviewer foraged In

great style. At last, exhilarated by his
success and lured on by the major's open
manner, the reporter hurled this question
square at the mark:

"Major,' he said, "this may be a rather
blunt query, but have you decided yet on
any single member of your Cabinet""

The major was smoking when this cen-

ter shot struck him. He didn't wince.
He didn't flutter an ejelid. He leaned
back and slowly puffed his cigar, looking
off into illimitable space. His face v.a
calm and inscrutable.

A brief silence ensued. Then the major
leaned forward. He drew his bushy eye-

brows down and looked almost eagerly at
the waiting rejiorter.

"I'll tell you how it is" he slowly said,
"this weather is certainly very remarka-
ble for this time of year."

Then he leaned back again and let a
little curl of smoke circle above his head.
The rejiorter stared hard. Then he smiled

"We'll let it drop, major," lie said.
Then the major faintly smiled, too.

Didn't Hope to Get Harrison.
Gen. Grosvenor reports that Mr. McKinley

considered both Gen. Harrison and Tom
Reed for the Cabinet. Both declared they
would not take Cabinet places before Mc-

Kinley had settled the matter. "I spoke
of Harrison at Canton," says Mr. Gros-
venor. "Said McKinley: 'I think that
statement of his pnrtner and Attorney
General Miller, settles it that Harrison
will not serve. I think Harrison is soon
to become a father.' '

Ages of Some Presidents.
Major McKinley is firty-fou- r years of age.

Nine Presidents entered the White House
at an earlier age: Grant at forty-seve-

Cleveland at forty-eigh- t, Garfield and
Pierce at forty-nin- Polk at fifty, Fillm ire
at fifty, Tyler and Arthur at fifty-on- and
Lincoln at fifty-tw-

ifnunniiunmninii innnMninm mnnnnnnr munirat
m The McKinley Family

jj Rooms at the Ebbitt
SllMiiiiiilli UMlHiUllllllUlM

The suite Is located at the extreme end
of the hall to the left of the elevator on
the third floor, and comprises four rooms,
a reception parlor, two bedrooms and a
bath. No 32 is over the reception room
door. This room fronts on Fourteenth
street and has a small bedroom to the right
of It for Mr. McKinley's mother, and the
one beyond the other folding doors Is Mr.
and Mrs. McKinley's bedroom, adjoining
which Is a bath Mr. McKinley first or-

dered thirty rom3 reserved for himself and
buite. but at the last the order was in-

creased so that fifty additional rooms were
put at his disposal. It was In this very hall
that Mr. McKinley had two or three rooms
when he was In Congress, and these have
been specially set apart for his sisters. The
family relationship is large, and Mr. Mc
Kinley has ignored no one who has had the
slightest claim upon him through blood or
service. And they are all to be made happy
and comfortable as his guests on this, the
grandest occasion in the family history.

Every article In the McKinley suite is
brand new. and was ordered for or espe-
cially made for its present uses. Mr. Burch
has spared neither pains nor expense to
give accommodations to the new Presi-
dent richer and rarer than any of his pre-
decessors ever hud. To begin with, the
rooms selected are the choicest in the hotel
The walls are frescoed 1 11 delicate cream
tints, with a cornice in which gray, blue
and terra cotta. with cavalry yellow, alter-
nate. The stucco centerpiece which nobis
the chandelier, arranged for both gas anil
electricity, is of pale blue and chocolate
tones. The glass shades and bulbs for in-

candescent lights arc clear cut glass of the
rinest quality. The rooms en suite are or
the same decorative scheme.

The floors are all covered with robin's-eg- g

blue moquettecarpeting, with a border
of dark rich wood colors forming a back
ground for garlands or roses. Persian
rugs, worth $300 apiece, lie berore the
open, gas log Ti aud on each
side or the muntels, In both the reception
parlor and Mr McKinley's ledroom, are
jardinieres of palms and rubber and
century plants There Is no attempt at
elnljorate floral decorations, only ropes
of asparagus over the great square mi rmrs
over the mantels, aud in the parlor Uhj

rinest cut glass vases In one a e brhiea'
roses and American beauties ami in the
other bridesmaids' and meteor Small
sends the flowers All the c ami

s was furnished by Reveridge,
and the Sevres Paris clock is a work of
art by Harris A Schoeffer Mrs Mc-

Kinley's favorite color is pole blue and
tills has been the kejuote of the whole
symphony of decoration. Nothing could
be daintier or in more refined taste.

As might be expected the upholsterers,
W B Moses & Sons, hove put their finest
work into the reception-roo- The four
windows are shaded rirst with embroidered
nets, over which r.tlls the rinet Irish
point lace curtains with sJtort silk dam-
ask lambrequins thrown over .gilt poles.
The windows in the other rooms or the
suite are draped in the same way Be-

tween the rront windows in the parlor
stand jardinieres or palms; beside them
a gilt stand with alabaster top on which
stands' a tall globc-shude- Dresden piano
lamp The mahogany Bradbury piano,
which is enameled in cream white and
picked out in gold, crosses the corner to
the right. On it Is a delicate India silk
scarf with long silk fringe, which Is draped
over it, In scant fetoons. On the top of
the piano the only ornaments are a loving
cup of Royal Worcester, and a cracker jar
of the same choice ware.

Portieres divide the parlor rrom Mother
McKinlej's dainty room: rortieres or gobe-

lin tapctry, in conventional pattern of
heraldic shields These are lined with
silk dania-- k of old rose tone. The tapestry
hnngings between the bedrooms are or
the same pattern, and the combination or
colors is brown, blue and gold The
hangings are bound with a silk cord twisted
in these three colors artistically..

The curtains are hung rrom gilt rods.
In the center or the reception-roo- is a

dainty mahogany table or Eastlake design,
and by a d window in a comer
stands a writing desk, sucb a perrect
gem or a piece or furniture that it makes
one envious. In the opposite comer stands
an upholstered d sofa done up
in pale blue and salmon flowered brota
telle.

Three richly upliolstered easy chairs
in another shade of salmon stand with
one wooden colonial chair with its wooden
seat and flaring Spindle back to match
the writing desk. There are two reception
chairs with gilt frames. One with a harp
back completes the furnishing of this ele-

gant room.
The President's bed room is divided off

by portieres and folding doors from the'
reception parlor. The bed is fit for a
king to repose uron, much more a presi-

dent. The bedstead is a double one of
brass, open-barre- d at the head and at
the foot. Over the head is suspended a
half canopy top with curtains of delicate

d China silk. A, roft ball
fringe finishes the edges. The inside of
tiio rannnr is a nuiltin-- r of nale blue satin
in a ran? unttein. and the lone side cur-- I

tains hang simply down, being tucked back
by the square pillows or down at the cor-

ners It rails about a foot in deep pleats
across the front.

The material and making of the hed
would delight the heart or the most rasti-diou- s

housewife The bottom of it is

j.ue AlcKimey Uediootu at the Ebbitt.
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a fine woven wire spring, on which reposes
a double hair mattress The finest Jinei
sheets, with simple broad hems, a pair of;
the softest, downiest California blankets,
with pale hlue borders, anil over all a
Tine white Marseilles quilt is spread ana
over it the sheet is folded outside A good-siz-

bolster and two downy pillows com-
plete the Inventory of a most luxurious
couch. Over the rrillows, which are In-

cased In finest linen, rest a pair of point
applique lace covers, with scalloped edges.

The dressing bureau in this room is of
highly poliahed mahogany, and stands
cornerwlsc beside the south window It ia

d and bears a deep, wide mirror
atKive it Over the top lies an Irish point
lace scarf, and on It pin tray, match-
box, and hair curlers, and powder puff-bo- x,

of those charming wedgewood,
designs, on chocolate or blue background.
In the center of the top a fat pin-
cushion stands, dressed in blue satin and
an overdress of embroidered net, witb
knots of satin ribbon, an lnoh wide at tho
corners.

There are three deep drawers with brass
handles, and two smaller ones for lin-

geries and laces, on the one hand of Mrs.
MoKinley, and for the cottars and cuffs
of a President on the other. Opposite
this haud-om- e piece of furniture is a
mahogany wardrobe, with a
plate-glas- s mirror rront. Over the man-

tel, orosed to the right, are two ropeH
of the feathery foliage or asparagus, and,
in the center of the mantel shelf a cut-gla-

Jar or bride and bridesmaid rosen.
There is an open fireplace and a rich

Persian rug lies berore the grate. Every-
thing is disposed according to the nsoG
refined taste, even to the bnple and eund
mahogany bedrooia chairs and rocker.

Adjvn'ng this hedrootn Is the private
bath, one of the and most)
dainty ever seen here. It was fitted np
by Thorn. This mom I wamocoted with,
white marble, ami has a marble floor,
bare all around exeept In front of tho
bath, where a soft qare of the Moqoette
carpeting is laid. The tab is a great,
deep basin of porcelain, aad all the mount-
ings are or sHver. The wasfttaad has
silver bars for towel-racks- , awl a dozen
of the finest hemstitched Mra-te- k towels
lie folded over the raefc ready for. tho
first attack.

At the end of the room thee is another
sliver bar, over whleh haag several long,
broad Turkish towel. Sehlum la any
private estahllhinent, even or a milHrn-air- e.

l there to be seca a more elegantly-appointe- d

bath service- -

One rine tMag aboat Mr MtKialey has
been his loyalty to family Us, hi
tion to have his immediate relatives bara
in these proud times. And hi hire ami care
Tor his aged mother have lwen his strong
est point Mother MtKiaiey passed a
happy ntght In the pretty httl bedrocm
attached to this I'res4k-ia- l suite; perhaps
it will be happier, thoagh. h-- r fir night
spent under the roof of the White House.
Mother McKinley's room opeas off the
parlor, to the right, ami is ifaiaty eaough
in its apHointmeatti to soil the taste of a
girl sixteen The bedstead is of three-fort-

stac ami of the same brass pattern
as that of her dtetlngatsHed sea. a4l the bel
linen, blankets and spread are of the same
pattern. The dressiag-eas- e a ad wash-staa- d

are or bird's-ey- e maple Oa her
hurt-a- a is ol a small blue.satm pincushion,

deratl with a kaot ef nfcten bows.
TheciO'fcery of eight pieces is of J iterican
makrfCiMUire. "East Staffo.d ware,"

m fine all-ov- patterns f blue

ad KtK There is do ptoee for a ward-10'i-e

ia thie dainty rcotn, tmt there is a
pood spply of hooks oa the doors, and
these Moher McKialey fc not
with.

Mr. Burch will only say that the order
was to put oaly the best of everj thing lato
these 100ms, and not a .mgle aiticle from
the f'oor to the electric cnacctlier hat was
specially prepared for the recasioa So it
Is safe to gues the larnshlngs or the new
President's private rooms at tle Fbblttare
worth anywhere rrom $4,C00 to $10,000,,

"o Recreation lu Ten Months.
Msj. McKinley mast take hetier eare of

hitfe-eir- , writes Mr. Handy, and the peo-

ple, office-seeker- epeclaMv, sheald bo

given to understand that there is soma

limit to their demands upon his eortey.
He has a magnificent constitution, and
great recuperative capaeityraad his regu-

larity of habits is greatly in his ravor, bu6
no man living can keep ap (or another
year what he has gone through saice ho

became a candidate tor Fre.dent. Except
for two or three trips to C!eetaml and one
to Chicago, he ha not bad anything like
recreation for about ten months. For two
months there wasthe heat and excitement
pending the nomination. Then eame four
months of brass band, cheers,

and speeches in and out of sean,
sometimes to the number or Nearly a dozen,

a day. The nervous strain attendant upon

election week was in itselt enough t

any ordinary nam long to get oul
sight and sound or his reHow-wo- r

result, howev-er-
, brought no respite,

the Uth of November until a week s
ton has been besieged by roepeet

office seekers, candidate boomer
man of them requiring at least a ft

uteswith the President-elec-t. That
him have tried with tender solielwiue to
protect him, but he is tco d to
allow anybody to go away disappointed.


